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out taint of bribery and corruption (p. 125). In Chile, ''while the 
courts are unsatisfactory, the condition of the police is infinitely worse, 
and protection for life and property can hardly be said to exist in any 
outlying districts" (p. 418). "The administration of justice in Peru 
could not be more unsatisfactory than it is. . . . To obtain a favourable 
verdict bribery must be practised, and it is a question of who has the 
longest purse when a decision is reached. To this widely sweeping 
assertion there are no exceptions, the Supreme Court being no cleaner 
than the lower tribunals, it differs only in that payment must be on a 
higher scale" (p. 536). In Venezuela "corruption is deep-rooted in 
both higher and lower branches of the Judiciary" (p. 636). 

One reason for this deplorable state of affairs is illiteracy. More 
than half of the population of Brazil are unable to read or write (p. 
312). "The importance of this vital national question does not appeal 
to the majority of Brazilians" (p. 313). Even in Argentina there is 
" little public interest shown in educational questions " and this " is 
responsible for the absence of an effective system of instruction " (p. 
124). In Chile the trouble seems to be that "constant wrangling in 
Congress has so engrossed the attention of the Chambers that no time 
has been available for the consideration of the true interests of the 
country" (p. 411). The death-rate in Valparaiso is 67 per thousand 
and in Santiago 72 (p. 411). Furthermore "to such a height has the 
abuse of alcohol now grown in Chile that official statistics show the 
consumption to be nearly four gallons of raw spirit annually per head 
of population." " Spirit distilled from rotten wheat, potatoes, maize, and 
the refuse from the wine-making establishments, is the poison eating 
into the life of the Chilian nation" (p. 413). Politically, the most 
striking fact in South America is the paramount influence which each 
president has in the choice of his successor. " Official influence is the 
main factor in all South American electoral contests ", and the fact 
that a candidate can count upon the retiring president and his friends 
is ample assurance that he will be elected (p. 304). Nothing could 
better illustrate the difference between the South American republics 
and the United States, unless it be the venality of the courts. 

On the whole Mr. Akers fully realizes the enormous economic pos- 
sibilities as well as the stumbling-blocks in the way of substantial 
progress. Although hopeful for the future, he declares that " what is 
necessary to consolidate peace is the adequate administration of justice 
throughout these republics, protection for civil rights, and a more 
liberal system of public education" (pp. 649-650). Rarely does one 
find a book at once so useful to the specialist and so interesting to the 
tvro. Hiram Bingham. 

Recollections and Letters of General Robert E. Lee. By Captain 
Robert E. Lee. (New York: Doubleday, Page, and Company. 
1904. Pp. xiii, 461.) 
These recollections and letters of General Lee, by his youngest son, 
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fill a distinct place among the many works of which this remarkable 
man has been the subject. They give us side-lights upon his career 
from his return from the Mexican War in 1848 to his death in 1870. 
The letters given are for the most part addressed to the members of his 
family, many of them to the son who now edits them. They all reveal, 
as nothing else could, the wealth of affection that he treasured up for 
wife and children, as well as the moral and religious elements of his 
character. It has often been remarked that no son should write the 
biography of his father — such a work being likely to degenerate into 
mere eulogy. Captain Lee, however, has not cared to intrude, to any 
great extent, his own impressions of his father's character. His con- 
tributions to this work take the form of explanations which render the 
letters intelligible, or of such recollections of his relations with his 
father in times of war and peace as every one will be glad to read. 
Moreover, the character of General Lee was so nearly perfect that 
there is no extraordinary danger of overpraise even from the partiality 
of a devoted son. Certainly such comments as Captain Lee has added 
are delightfully told and in perfect good taste. The style is simple, 
but betrays a practised hand. Where there are lacuna in the letters, 
the writer quotes from Professor Trent's Robert E. Lee or from Colonel 
Taylor's Four Years with General Lee. 

Of the letters themselves, a few contain details of family life which 
have no significance and might have been omitted; but the great major- 
ity fill in the outlines of General Lee's life in a most satisfactory 
fashion. Among the first given is the one, written February 25, 1868, 
in which Lee speaks of his resignation from the Federal army and 
denies the charge that he ever " intimated to any one " that he " desired 
the command " of that army (pp. 27-28) . " Nor did I ever ", he adds, 
" have a conversation with but one gentleman,' Mr. Francis Preston 
Blair, on the subject, which was at his invitation, and, as I understood, 
at the instance of President Lincoln. After listening to his remarks, 
I declined the offer he made me, to take command of the army that was 
to be brought into the field; stating, as candidly and as courteously as 
I could, that, though opposed to secession and deprecating war, I could 
take no part in an invasion of the Southern States. I went directly 
from the interview with Mr. Blair to the office of General Scott; told 
him of the proposition that had been made to me, and my decision. 
Upon reflection after returning to my home, I concluded that I ought 
no longer to retain the commission I held in the United States Army, 
and on the second morning thereafter [April 20, 1861] I forwarded my 
resignation to General Scott. At the time, I hoped that peace would 
have been preserved. . . . Two days afterward, upon the invitation of 
the Governor of Virginia, I repaired to Richmond; found that the 
Convention then in session had passed the ordinance withdrawing the 
State from the Union; and accepted the commission of commander of 
its forces, which was tendered to me." 

General Lee's war record is so well known that the most valuable 
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of these letters are those in which we catch glimpses of those deeper 
thoughts and feelings which he revealed to his family. His most 
marked characteristic is his religiousness — hardly less profound than 
that of Jackson himself. This is seen throughout the letters, but espe- 
cially in those written in the trying times of war. " One of the miseries 
of war", he writes to his wife, "is that there is no Sabbath, and 
the current of work and strife has no cessation." In other letters is 
shown his intense belief in a special Providence. Speaking of his cam- 
paign in West Virginia, he writes : " I had taken every precaution 
to ensure success and counted on it; but the Ruler of the Universe willed 
otherwise, and sent a storm to disconcert a well-laid plan and to de- 
stroy my hopes." 

When the war was over, Lee wished to seek a quiet home and to 
escape the hero-worship of the South ; but he was soon called to the 
presidency of Washington College (now Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity). Here he was to devote his remaining years to the education of 
Southern youth. Insurance companies and commercial enterprises 
wooed him in vain. " I am grateful ", he wrote in answer to one pro- 
posal of this character, " but I have a self-imposed task which I must 
accomplish. I have led the young men of the South in battle; I have 
seen many of them die on the field; I shall devote my remaining 
energies to training young men to do their duty in life." During the 
period of Reconstruction no word of bitterness escaped his lips, though 
he felt deeply the degradation of his state. His advice to young men 
always contained a note of cheer. When one of his young cousins 
in 1870 was wondering what fate was in store for " us poor Virginians", 
Lee replied : " You can work for Virginia, to build her up again, to 
make her great again. You can teach your children to love and 
cherish her." His philosophy of life, moreover, was lightened by a 
canny humor, which he never lost even amid the hardships of war and 
which made him a favorite companion of children. These letters show 
that in play and conversation with children this great captain of the 
south found the deepest joy of his life. 

The book is handsomely bound and printed, with fine portraits of 
Lee at different periods of his life. The last picture represents Valen- 
tine's wonderful recumbent statue. To the whole is added a good index 
of twenty pages. John R. Ficklen. 

A History of the Colony of Victoria, from its Discovery to its Ab- 
sorption into the Commonwealth of Australia. By Henry 
Gyles Turner, F.I.B., F.R.G.S. (London and New York: 
Longmans, Green, and Company. Two vols., pp. xvi, 396 ; x, 

389-) 

In some respects Mr. Turner's history of the colony of Victoria 
recalls Kingsford's History of Canada, and in particular as regards the 
scale on which it has been written. Victoria to-day has a population 



